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24. All defense articles and services listed 

in this transmittal have been authorized for 
release and export to the Government of the 
Philippines. 

f 

ARMS SALES NOTIFICATION 

Mr. MENENDEZ. Mr. President, sec-
tion 36(b) of the Arms Export Control 
Act requires that Congress receive 
prior notification of certain proposed 
arms sales as defined by that statute. 
Upon such notification, the Congress 
has 30 calendar days during which the 
sale may be reviewed. The provision 
stipulates that, in the Senate, the noti-
fication of proposed sales shall be sent 
to the chairman of the Senate Foreign 
Relations Committee. 

In keeping with the committee’s in-
tention to see that relevant informa-
tion is available to the full Senate, I 
ask unanimous consent to have printed 
in the RECORD the notifications which 
have been received. If the cover letter 
references a classified annex, then such 
annex is available to all Senators in 
the office of the Foreign Relations 
Committee, room SD–423. 

There being no objection, the mate-
rial was ordered to be printed in the 
RECORD, as follows: 

DEFENSE SECURITY 
COOPERATION AGENCY, 

Arlington, VA. 
Hon. ROBERT MENENDEZ, 
Chairman, Committee on Foreign Relations, 
U.S. Senate, Washington, DC. 

DEAR MR. CHAIRMAN: Pursuant to the re-
porting requirements of Section 36(b)(1) of 
the Arms Export Control Act, as amended, 
we are forwarding herewith Transmittal No. 
21–23, concerning the Navy’s proposed Let-
ter(s) of Offer and Acceptance to the Govern-
ment of the Philippines for defense articles 
and services estimated to cost $42.4 million. 
After this letter is delivered to your office, 
we plan to issue a news release to notify the 
public of this proposed sale. 

Sincerely, 
AARON HARDING, 

(For HEIDI H. GRANT, Director). 
Enclosures. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 21–23 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act, as amended 

(i) Prospective Purchaser: Government of 
the Philippines. 

(ii) Total Estimated Value: 
Major Defense Equipment * $27.8 million. 
Other $14.6 million. 
Total $42.4 million 
Funding Source: National Funds. 
(iii) Description and Quantity or Quan-

tities of Articles or Services under Consider-
ation for Purchase: 

Major Defense Equipment (MDE): 
Twenty-four (24) AIM–9X Sidewinder Block 

II Tactical Missiles. 
Twenty-four (24) AIM 9X Block II Captive 

Air Training Missiles (CATMs). 
Six (6) Tactical Guidance Units. 
Ten (10) Captive Air Training Missile 

(CATM) Guidance Units. 
Non-MDE: Also included are containers, 

support and test equipment, spare and repair 
parts, personnel training and training equip-
ment, publications and technical data, soft-
ware delivery and support, U.S. Government 
and contractor technical assistance and 
other related support; and other related ele-
ments of logistical and program support. 

(iv) Military Department: Navy (PI-P- 
AAY). 

(v) Prior Related Cases, if any: None. 
(vi) Sales Commission, Fee, etc., Paid, Of-

fered, or Agreed to be Paid: None. 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology Contained 

in the Defense Article or Defense Services 
Proposed to be Sold: See Attached Annex. 

(viii) Date Report Delivered to Congress: 
June 24, 2021. 

*As defined in Section 47(6) of the Arms 
Export Control Act. 

POLICY JUSTIFICATION 
Philippines—AIM–9X Sidewinder Block II 

Tactical Missiles 
The Government of the Philippines has re-

quested to buy twenty-four (24) AIM–9X Side-
winder Block II tactical missiles; twenty- 
four (24) AIM–9X Block II Captive Air Train-
ing Missiles (CATMs); six (6) Tactical Guid-
ance Units; and ten (10) Captive Air Training 
Missile (CATM) Guidance Units. Also in-
cluded are containers, support and test 
equipment, spare and repair parts, personnel 
training and training equipment, publica-
tions and technical data, software delivery 
and support, U.S. Government and con-
tractor technical assistance and other re-
lated support; and other related elements of 
logistical and program support. The esti-
mated total cost is $42.4 million. 

This proposed sale will support the foreign 
policy and national security of the United 
States by helping to improve the security of 
a strategic partner that continues to be an 
important force for political stability, peace, 
and economic progress in South East Asia. 

The proposed sale will improve the Phil-
ippines’ capability to meet current and fu-
ture threats by enabling the Philippines to 
deploy fighter aircraft with a short range 
air-to-air missile defense capability. The 
Philippines Air Force is modernizing its 
fighter aircraft to better support its own air 
defense and maritime security needs. The 
Philippines will have no difficulty absorbing 
this equipment into its armed forces. 

The proposed sale of this equipment and 
support will not alter the basic military bal-
ance in the region. 

The prime contractor will be Raytheon 
Missile Systems Company, Tucson, AZ. 
There are no known offset agreements pro-
posed in connection with this potential sale. 

Implementation of this proposed sale will 
require travel of U.S. Government or con-
tractor representatives to the Philippines on 
a temporary basis for program technical sup-
port and management oversight. 

There will be no adverse impact on U.S. de-
fense readiness as a result of this proposed 
sale. 

TRANSMITTAL NO. 21–23 
Notice of Proposed Issuance of Letter of 

Offer Pursuant to Section 36(b)(1) of the 
Arms Export Control Act 

Annex Item No. vii 
(vii) Sensitivity of Technology: 
1. The AIM–9X Block II Sidewinder Missile 

represents a substantial increase in missile 
acquisition and kinematics performance over 
the AIM–9M and replaces the AIM–9X Block 
I Missile configuration. The missile includes 
a high off-boresight seeker, enhanced coun-
termeasure rejection capability, low drag/ 
high angle of attack airframe and the ability 
to integrate the Helmet Mounted Cueing 
System. The software algorithms are the 
most sensitive portion of the AIM–9X mis-
sile. The software continues to be modified 
via a pre-planned product improvement (P3I) 
program in order to improve its counter-
countermeasure capabilities. No software 
source code or algorithms will be released. 

2. The highest level of classification of de-
fense articles, components, and services in-

cluded in this potential sale is CONFIDEN-
TIAL. 

3. If a technologically advanced adversary 
were to obtain knowledge of the specific 
hardware and software elements, the infor-
mation could be used to develop counter-
measures that might reduce weapon system 
effectiveness or be used in the development 
of a system with similar or advanced capa-
bilities. 

4. A determination has been made that the 
Philippines can provide substantially the 
same degree of protection for the sensitive 
technology being released as the U.S. Gov-
ernment. This sale is necessary in further-
ance of the U.S. foreign policy and national 
security objectives outlined in the Policy 
Justification. 

5. All defense articles and services listed in 
this transmittal have been authorized for re-
lease and export to the Government of the 
Philippines. 

f 

CONFIRMATION OF DAWN 
O’CONNELL 

Mr. BURR. Mr. President, I would 
like to talk about the HHS Assistant 
Secretary for Preparedness and Re-
sponse. The HHS Assistant Secretary 
for Preparedness and Response, or 
ASPR, is in charge during a public 
health emergency and serves as the 
principal adviser to the Secretary on 
these matters. This is not a political or 
a personal choice for any administra-
tion; it is the law. I know because I 
helped write it. It is a national secu-
rity position, responsible for keeping 
Americans safe from public health 
threats, like COVID–19. It is a role that 
we envisioned with two types of re-
sponsibilities. The ASPR serves an 
operational role. During an emergency, 
the ASPR coordinates the public 
health and medical response—whether 
that threat is a hurricane, a novel 
virus, or a chemical attack. The ASPR 
has the responsibility of overseeing the 
development, purchase, and deploy-
ment of lifesaving countermeasures, 
like the COVID–19 vaccine. The ASPR 
is also a policy job, assessing the 
threat landscape and adjusting our 
strategies to best position the United 
States for the threats we face today 
and in the future. 

I am glad that today the Senate was 
able to confirm, by unanimous consent, 
Dawn O’Connell to be the ASPR. Dur-
ing Ms. O’Connell’s nomination process 
for the job, she repeatedly agreed that 
she is ready to serve both roles and 
that the ASPR is in charge during pub-
lic health emergencies. I believe her 
current role as a Senior Counselor to 
the HHS Secretary for COVID Response 
and her previous roles at HHS and in 
Congress have provided her with the 
skills necessary to fulfill the role of 
the ASPR. I was disappointed that it 
took the administration so long to 
nominate someone for this critical 
role, but I am pleased that they picked 
someone of Ms. O’Connell’s qualifica-
tions. The ASPR is critical to the Na-
tion’s response and recovery to the 
COVID pandemic and preparing us 
against whatever comes next. 
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